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The aforenenti oned proceedi ngs were hel d
on March 11, 2025, at Illinois Pollution Control Board,
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I1linois, before Jude Arndt, a certified shorthand
reporter and certified court reporter.
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[ Mary Tyl er excused. ]
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Thank

you.

testimony that has been pre-fil ed.

But for the record, is there anyone

the Board's January 16th, 2025, hearing

the Board's website, on the Clerk's Office

On-Li ne.

signup for offering online public comments,

that time, anyone may still view the Webex

At this point, we have concluded the

present here or in Chicago today who did not

pre-filed testimony for this hearing but who

Pl ease note that while we have cl osed

Page 72

does wish to offer testimony today?

Okay. Heari ng none, then we can
conclude the witness testimony for this
hearing, and that is all we have today before
the online public comment portion.

So today at 4:00 PM, we will resume
this hearing with the online public comment
portion. That will be conducted over Wbex,
and the link for that Webex can be found in

officer order, which is publicly avail able on

at
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using the link in that January 16th hearing
of ficer order.

This roomwill remain open in
Springfield, and also the roomin Bilandic
will remain open for the online public comment
portion, but we ask that anyone viewi ng on
t heir personal | aptops, in here or in Chicago,
pl ease keep the sound off and use the sound
that is avail able on the Board's
vi deoconferencing equi pment.

Do we have any questions about today's
online public comment portion?

No? Okay. Then that concl udes the

testi mony portion of the hearing. And now
l et's go off the record to discuss the
post-hearing briefing schedul e. Thank you,
everyone.

[ Di scussion off the record.]

THE REPORTER: Back on.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : So for
the record, participants and the Board have
di scussed the post-hearing public comments
schedul e for the proceeding.

We deci ded that the deadline for the
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post-hearing public comment will be Monday,
April 28t h. Any members of the public may
submt public comments at that time, but that
will be the close of the open public comment
period.

Two weeks from that date, responsive
comments will be due, so that will be Monday,
May 12t h. That is the deadline for responsive
comments to the post-hearing public comments.

All right? Thank you all again. Thi s
concl udes our hearing today.

[10:19 a. m ]

[ A recess was taken.]

[ 3: 59 p. m ]

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Good
afternoon, everyone, and welcome to this
public comment portion of the Illinois
Pol lution Control Board's rulemaking hearing,

R24-17, Proposed Clean Car and Truck

St andards, Proposed 35 Illinois Admi nistrative
Code Section -- Part 242.

My name is Carlie Leoni. | am one of
the hearing officers in this matter. And with

me today is my co-hearing officer Vanessa
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Horton, who will be | eading us through the
public comment portion.

We already have everyone pre-signed up
to give their public comments, so we will go
in the order that was listed in the hearing

officer order of March 5th.

Vanessa will be reading that to us --
to you all as we proceed, and please remember
t hat public comments are Iimted to three

m nutes per comment.
And al so, please keep yourselves nmuted

when you are not giving your comment, and

unmut e yourselves when you would like to
speak.

And with that, | will turn it over to
Vanessa.

HEARI NG OFF| CER HORTON: Hi ,

everyone. We got a little --
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : You know
what, we have | ag. We'll keep it on. Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Al |
right. Hi, everyone. This is Vanessa Horton.
| " m one of the hearing officers for this

rul emaki ng. We'll begin right away.
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Our first commenter is Christian
Robi nson. If you could unmute yourself, you
have three m nutes for your public comment.

CHRI STI AN ROBI NSON: Excel | ent.
Thank you. Can you hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

CHRI STI AN ROBI NSON: Excel | ent.
Well, I want to thank the members of the Board
for the opportunity to testify today and
provide public comment.

My name is Christian Robinson. " mthe
senior director of state government affairs
for the Specialty Equi pment Market
Associ ation, or SEMA.

SEMA represents 222 member businesses
in Illinois, 95 percent of which or small
busi nesses, and over 7,000 busi nesses
nati onwi de that manufacture, distribute, and
sell parts and accessories that enhance the
performance, efficiency, and style of motor
vehicl es.

Our industry supports over 62,000 jobs
in Illinois, contributing over $5 billion in

wages, and generating over $2 billion in taxes
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for the state.

| " m here today to respectfully oppose
t he adoption of California's Advanced Cl ean
Cars 2 regulations, which would mandate that
all new vehicles sold in the state be
zero-emi ssions by 2035.

SEMA supports innovation, including EVs
and other zero-emi ssion technol ogies, but a
one-size-fits-all mandate |li ke ACC2 is the
wrong approach.

[1linois must remain in control of its
own automotive and econom c policies rather
t han ceding authority to California regul ators
who do not represent the needs of Illinois
busi nesses or consumers.

The i mpact of ACC2 would be devastating
for small businesses in the specialty
automotive market. One third of consumer
spendi ng on performance and accessories
products goes towards upgrading and making
more efficient internal combustion engi nes and
drivetrains, representing a $112 billion
econom c i mpact nationwi de, a |l arge share of

which is generated by Illinois's thriving
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automotive after-market industry.

Unli ke |arge automotive manufacturers
that receive billions of dollars in federal
subsi dies for EV devel opment, smal l
busi nesses -- and when | say 95 percent of our
busi nesses are less -- or 95 percent are small
busi nesses, that's |less than 100 empl oyees - -
they lack the resources to retool at this
forced pace.

Il1'linois faces significant
i nfrastructure chall enges as well. The state
does not yet have the charging network or grid
capacity required to support an accel erated
transition to electric vehicles.

Mandati ng EVs before the necessary
support systems are in place will increase
vehicle costs, reduce consumer choice, and
di sproportionately hurt working-class famlies
who rely on affordable, reliable
transportation.

I1'linois has the opportunity to | ead
with innovative bal anced policies that embrace
all avail able technol ogi es, whether it's EV,

hydr ogen combusti on, biofuels, and cl eaner
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I nternal combustion engi nes.

We urge the Board to reject
California's ACC2 regulations, and instead
support Illinois-based solutions that work for
all residents and industries.

| thank you for your time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thanks
so much.

Next, we have Catherine Horine.

CATHERI NE HORI NE: Yes. Hi .

Members of the Board, my name is
Cat herine Horine, and | am a volunteer for the
Respiratory Health Association of the Chicago.

| am here today to express my concern
about the need for Illinois to adopt cl ean
vehicle rules that would i mprove emi ssion
standar ds.

To be specific, | strongly support
Il11inois adopting the Advanced Clean Truck
Act, Heavy-Duty Omni bus NOx, HDO, and the
Advanced Cl ean Cars ACC2 rul es.

This is a very important issue for me,
as | ama lung transplant recipient, and clean

air is so very important to me, as the air |
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breat he touches my lungs, and the pollution

could cause my transplant to reject. So this
is |life-and-death for me.
When | have to drive in and around ny

community to go to doctor appointments or run
errands, the air pollution impacts me
directly. Vehicle em ssions all come into my
ca, and force me to reach for a mask to
protect me while driving.

Auto and truck em ssions are
responsi ble for many types of air pollution,
and all forms of air pollution are concerning,
but vehicle emi ssions are particularly harmful

for the health of communities, and i mpacts me

directly, as | have stated.
Because | have to be so careful about
breat hing outside air, | have signed up to

receive EPA notifications when the air quality
Is in the danger zone. When this is the case,
my transplant team has instructed me to stay
I ndoors as much as possible, and if going out,
| am instructed to wear a mask.

| spent most of |ast summer indoors, as

my phone was blowing up with alerts about the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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poor air quality as a result of vehicle

emi ssi ons. On the rare occasions | have to go
out, | often need to resort to using my rescue
I nhal er . This is no way to live.

But it's not only people |ike me.
Recent data suggests some of Illinois's most
popul ous communities are disproportionately
har med by vehicle pollution. People with
asthma, heart disease, respiratory infections,
and ot her health-related issues.

| am here today asking that Illinois
adopt better vehicle standards, |ike the
Advanced Clean Car 2, Advanced Clean Truck
Act, and Heavy-Duty Omni bus Nitrogen Oxi de
rules in California.

This would go a |long way toward making
the air we breathe cleaner, and safer for
everyone in Illinois, and would allow me to
have -- to spend more time outside enjoying
fresh, clean air and not have to worry about
how vehicle em ssions will impact my |ung
heal t h.

| thank you for your time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
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you so much.

Next is Susan Mudd.

So if someone is not on the call, maybe
t hey are having technical difficulties, I"'l
circle back to anyone that | call that doesn't
answer . | believe Ms. Mudd gave in-person
public comment, but I'll circle back at the

end.

Next i s Robert Needl eman.

ROBERT NEEDL EMAN: Hey . Thank

you, Carlie and Vanessa, for the opportunity.

My name i s Robert Needl eman. | " m an
emergency physician in Chicago, and also
president of the Illinois Clinicians For
Climate Action.

l''m here to advocate for my patients.
It's simple enough. Some of the sickest
people that come into my emergency depart ment
are from the west side and south side of
Chi cag, and are dealing with very horrible
respiratory illness.

| have seen people require breathing
tubes. | have people -- | have seen people's

hearts stop because their asthma and | ung
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di sease is so advanced and they can't get a
good breath in. And as you |l ook at the data
and the science, it's pretty clear as to why.

Di sease doesn't happen in a vacuum.
Many of these patients are suffering from
respiratory di sease secondary to the
environments they live in, and this includes
the small particulate matter that is rel eased
by trucks.

And when | ooking at the literature
about Illinois and Cook County, and seeing
that we are, you know, |eading the nation in
smal |l particulate matter from diesel trucks,
it's embarrassing to me as somebody who |ives
i n Cook County in Illinois, and something that
moti vates me, particularly when it comes to ny
community and the health of my patients.

So I'"'m here to advocate for pretty
drastic and i mmedi ate change so that we can
really make our fellow community members, ny
patients, you know, all I1llinoisans healthier.

So thank you for your time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.
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Next is Regina de Leon Gomez.

REGI NA DE LEON GOMEZ: My name is
Regi na de Leon Gomez, and though speaking
t oday as an individual, | am a board-certified
obstetrician-gynecol ogi st, and an assi st ant
professor at Rosalind Franklin University of
Medi ci ne and Science, Chicago Medical School.

My teaching includes the adverse health
effects of exposure to pollution, and, and how
environment al degradation i mpacts human
heal t h.

| trained at MedStar in Washington,
D.C., then practiced as a public health
service doctor at the Phoenix Indian Medi cal
Center.

My | ast 20-plus years was spent as a
frontline bedside OB/ GYN hospitalist, taking
care of the acute and emergent medical issues
of pregnant people presenting to our community
hospital in Arlington Heights, Illinois.

| only mention my background to i mpress

upon you that | have witnessed severe ill ness
i n pregnant peopl e. On a daily basis, this
| ooks |'i ke scared people needing interventions
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for stroke range bl ood pressures, a risk
factor for future cardiovascul ar di sease, and
newborns needing intensive care.

The increase in sick people was easily
detectable over my 20 years on | abor and
delivery. Last year, Northwestern published
findings showing the rise in severe maternal
health issues affecting Illinois births from
2016 to 2023, and this is exactly my
experience: More chronic health conditions
affecting all ages, including high blood
pressure, mental health disorders, gestational
di abetes, and obesity.

I1'l'inois has too many babi es born
preterm which requires a | ot of health care
in the short and | ong term 1l ness is
someti mes caused by bad luck, but more than
| i kely a result of structural, institutional,
social, and environmental injustices, or |ack
of basic necessities, including clean air.

For Illinois, we know that the state of
our air is comprom sed. We know that diesel
pollution fromtrucks and buses is the | eading

cause of that air pollution.
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We know that diesel pollution puts
pregnant people at risk for preterm birth and
| ow birth weight newborns. We know t he
I nterplay of pollution and heat, and how this
exacer bates heart disease, and heart disease
is the | eading cause of death in our state.

And additionally, for perspective,
there were 128,493 births in 2022, so here

| ies the nexus that exists with vehicul ar

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

pollutants, especially diesel toxins, and the
state of perinatal and women's health in

l11inois.

technol ogically feasible and have already been
adopted by maj or compani es. Accel erating the
transition to zero-em ssion transport is both
econom cally reasonabl e, especially when we

i nclude the cost of sick mothers and babi es.

the air we breathe in Illinois, and
respectfully rem nd you of the constitutional

right we all have to a clean environment.

Zero-em ssion vehicles are

| call upon you to act on your m ssion

restore, protect, enhance the quality of

| support the adoption of the Advanced

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Cl ean Trucks and Heavy-Duty Omni bus rules and
cl ean vehicle standards.
Thank you for giving me this time.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.

We'll now move on to the next group of
comment ers. Just a rem nder for anybody who
has just joined just recently, we are limted

to three m nutes each per comment.

So next up is Tracey McFadden.

TRACEY MCFADDEN: Hi . " m Tracey

Mc Fadden, vice president of the Fox Vall ey
El ectric Auto Associ ation. We are a chapter
of the National Electric Auto Associ ation,
where | am a certified electric vehicle
educat or.

| give sem nars and tal ks around the
Chi cagol and area on EV adopti on. l['"m a
retired airline captain as well a veteran in
the U.S. Air Force.

| am here to urge the Illinois
Pol l ution Control Board to adopt ACT, ACC2,
and NDO rules for Illinois, just as dozens of

ot her states have done.
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While many testimonies here today focus
on the critical need to adopt these rules to
fight climate change and i mprove public
health, |I'"m going to focus on my area of
expertise, which is the electrification of our
transportation system.

The main point | want to emphasize is
that electric cars and trucks are avail able
now, and new ones are continually being
devel oped, to rid our state of the toxins
affecting our health and contributing to
climate change.

Amazon, FedEx, UPS, Pepsi Co, Wal mart,
Ryder Systems, are examples of major
corporations that are already reaping the
benefits of using electric trucks to transport
goods.

Furthermore, factories in Illinois are
al ready producing electric package delivery
vehicl es. And | point this out only to
illustrate that this is not some
pie-in-the-sky idea, but it's a reality right
now, which only needs to be expanded with

dates to ensure we move in the right
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direction.

Transitioning from diesel to electric
trucks has compelling benefits for the
environment, for businesses, and for
I ndi vidual s.

In addition to zero emi ssions, reduced
carbon pollution, and i mproved air quality,
electric trucks also have | ower operating
costs, reduced mai ntenance expenditures, and
abundant torque.

Fact MR, a provider of market research,
states that, quote, the global electric truck
mar ket is predicted to expand at a compound
annual growth rate of 14.5 percent, to reach a
valuation of $78 billion by the end of 2033.

Maj or electric sem truck and last-mle
truck producers include Tesla, Volvo,
Freightliner, Rivian, Ford, General Motors,
Mer cedes, Nissan, and BYD.

Furthermore, the Illinois supply chain
I's vast and quickly pivoting to meet the needs
of the EV industry in Illinois. Ri vi an,

Navi star, EVBox, and Komatsu are companies

which are all |ocated right here in Illinois.
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In summarize, | strongly encourage the
I11inois Pollution Control Board to adopt the
standards of ACC, ACC2, and NDO, as other
states around the nation are doing. We depend
on you to protect us and make us safe.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.

Next up is Sativa Vol brecht.

Sativa Vol brecht?

And just so everybody knows, if someone
is not on when | call them, [I'IIl circle back
at the end and I'lIl call them again. Maybe
t hey are having technical problens.

So we'll move on to the next, Kathleen
McFadden.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh.
Sorry. Sorry. One moment, Kathl een. You are
mut ed.

Okay, you are unmuted now. Pl ease
proceed, Kathleen.

No. Um - -

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh, I'm
SO sorry. We're not hearing you, Ms.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Mc Fadden.

No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : | s your
computer audio on? |Is your computer muted?

We still can't hear you, Ms. McFadden.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: You
know, |I'm just going to go to the next person,
and then I'lIl circle back to you at 4:30, if
that's okay?

Okay. Okay. No need to rush. Okay.

So I'l'l move on to Christopher Johnson.

CHRI STOPHER JOHNSON: Hi . Can
you hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

CHRI STOPHER JOHNSON: Oh, great.

Thank you for the opportunity. My name
is Chris Johnson, and | live in Highland Park.
Thank you for the opportunity to address the
ll1Tinois Pollution Control Board.

And |I'm speaking to urge you to adopt
three clean vehicle standards for Illinois:
The Advanced Clean Trucks Act, or ACT, the
Heavy- Duty Omni bus Act, and the Advanced Cl ean

Cars rul e.
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Toget her these rules will reduce
pollutants in the air, bring health benefits
to communities living in areas concentrated
with diesel pollution, and bring more cl ean
vehicles to the state.

In Illinois, the transportation sector
accounts for 33 percent of carbon em ssions in
t he State. Medi um and heavy-duty vehicles are
responsi ble for a disproportionate share of
carbon emi ssions.

Whil e these vehicles represent only
seven percent of the on-road fleet in
l11inois, they contribute 36 percent of
greenhouse gases, 67 percent of nitrogen
oxi de, and 59 percent of particul ates.

Low | evel s of nitrogen oxides in the
air can cause or exacerbate asthma, as | know

too well, as | suffer from asthma nmysel f.

They also irritate eyes, nose, throat, and

| ungs, possibly causing people to cough and
experience shortness of breath, tiredness, and
nausea. Exposure to low | evels can al so

result in fluid buildup in the lungs one or

two days after exposure.
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Adopting the clean vehicles rules,
whi ch have been adopted in several states,
will help greatly to help improve the health
of Illinoisans.

The rules reduce the em ssions of
nitrogen oxide and greenhouse gases, and it is
estimated that elim nating the pollution for
medi um and heavy-duty vehicles would prevent
500 deaths and 600 fewer cases of asthma in
t he Chicago metro area.

As a |longtime asthma sufferer myself, |
can attest to the importance of reducing the
pollution that causes a virulent disease.

Furthermore, by adopting these rules,
the Illinois Pollution Control Board can
Il ncrease zero-em ssion vehicles in Illinois,
reduce diesel pollution, stimulate automobil e
manuf acturing in the state, and grow
hi gh- paying jobs in the manufacturing sector.

For all these reasons, | strongly urge
the Board to adopt the three rules that |'ve
been tal king about.

And thank you very much for the

opportunity to address the Board.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

Next, Ava Cohen.

AVA COHEN: Hel | o. My name is
Ava Cohen. | live in El mhurst, and |I'm a
member of the Sierra Club Citizens Climate
Lobby and the Climate Reality Project.

As a recent graduate who studied
environmental policy, social justice, and
sustainability, | understand how greenhouse
gas em ssions can drive climate change, but
more i mportantly, | can understand the human
costs of inaction.

| " m here today because the State of
I1'linois has a clear choice to make: Protect
our air, our communities, and our future by
adopting three motor vehicle em ssion rules,
or continue down a path of pollution and harm

As a young person, | care very deeply
about climate change and the world I will grow
old in, but pollution doesn't just accelerate
gl obal warmi ng, sea |evel rise, and natural
di sasters; it poisons the air we breathe,

posing a severe threat to public health,
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particularly in low-income communities and
communities of col or

I have asthma myself, and even bri ef
exposure to smog and pollution can make it
harder for me to breathe.

For me, pollution is an inconvenience,
but for people living in highly-polluted areas
with severe respiratory conditions, for the
el derly and for children, pollution is
dangerous.

So since transportation has been the
dirtiest sector in the state. Though trucks,
buses, and delivery vans make up just seven
percent of vehicles on the road, they produce
67 percent of nitrogen oxide pollution, 59
percent of particulate matter pollution, and
36 percent of greenhouse gases em ssions.

Cook County currently has failing
grades for particulate matter pollution. No
child should have to grow up in an environment
where the air they breathe is toxic.

Every inhale delivers toxins into their
| ungs, increasing their risks of asthma,

devel opment al del ays, and lifelong health
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| ssues beyond their control. This Pollution
Control Board has the power to change that.

By adopting Clean Car, Clean Truck, and
Heavy-Duty Low NOx rules, we can cut har nmful
emi ssions, improve air quality, and combat
climate change; but most i mportantly, we can
protect the health of IIlinoisans.

I1'linois has the opportunity to take
the |l ead, to show that we value people over
pollution, and that we are willing to make
bold choices for a more sustainable future.

18 other states have already
I mpl emented these rules. Pl ease do not | et
Il1linois fall behind. Every day that passes
wi t hout action, more people are exposed to
har mf ul pollutants that comprom se their
health and their futures.

We cannot afford to wait any | onger.
The evidence is clear, and the need is urgent.
This board holds the power to shape the future
of our state. Pl ease adopt these rules, not
just for the environment, but for the health
and well-being of all Illinoisans. Our

communities deserve nothing | ess.
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Thank you for the opportunity to
address the Board.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

And I'Il circle back to Kathl een
McFadden.

KATHLEEN MCFADDEN: Can you hear
me now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes, we
can hear you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Yes.

Oh, no. Kat hl een, you have gone away.

KATHLEEN MCFADDEN: How did I --
am | there now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
Yes, yes, yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Don' t
touch anyt hing.

KATHLEEN MCFADDEN: Okay. Al l
right. Let's try this. Let me know if you
can't hear me again.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Okay.
Okay.

KATHLEEN MCFADDEN: Good
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afternoon. l'm Dr. Kathleen McFadden. l'm a
board of trustee professor and dean's
di stingui shed professor of operations
management at Northern Illinois University,

emeritus professor.

Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to offer my comments on the cl ean
vehicle standards.

| have an undergraduate degree in
econom cs, an MBA and a PhD in business, with
an emphasis in operations management. For
over 35 years, | have taught business cl asses,
I ncluding finance, economi cs, marketing,
management, and operations.

Based on my expertise, | urge the
l[1'linois Pollution Board to adopt the Advanced
Cl ean Cars, Advanced Clean Trucks, and
Heavy-Duty Low Oxide Nitrogen Omni bus rul es
for Illinois.

Why do | care about this issue? Well,
| have spent my entire career researching and
recommendi ng ways to reduce bad public health
and safety outcomes, while approaching

problems from a business perspective.
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| have published over 40 academi c

articles in this area. | also care deeply
about our environment. That's why | drive an
electric car and | have solar panels on ny
home.

If we | earn of ways to prevent or
| essen the i mpact of bad outcomes, | believe
we are obligated to act. | have | ooked over
the research and facts and statistics on the
rule, and | understand that beyond the
benefits related to the environment and public
health, it also makes good econom c sense,
especially in the |long run.

Several states have already adopted
t hese standards, and maj or corporations such
as Amazon, Pepsi Co, and Wal mart are already
using electric trucks to transport products.

| can assure you that these companies
have run the numbers, and they know that the
total operating cost of zero-emi ssion
heavy-duty vehicles will be significantly
| ower than their diesel counterparts, thus
enabling themto increase their profits and

pass savings onto their customers.
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Adopting clean vehicle standards is
projected to lead to major econom c benefits
of approxi mately $170 billion by 2040. I n
addition, the rules are expected to add over
18, 000 new jobs by 2030, with wages about 50
percent higher than the jobs they would
repl ace.

The overall direct cost savings to

consumers fromthe use of electric vehicles
will be significant, because of the savings in
fuel costs, mai ntenance costs, and | ongevity
| mprovements.

The rule will result in less vehicle

downti me, savings on operation costs, and

reduced out-of-pocket costs for vehicle
repair.

Sticker prices are also com ng down on
EVs. Al most all models of electric trucks are

expected to cost no more than their diesel
equi val ent s. For all these reasons, |
strongly urge you to adopt the clean vehicle
standards for Illinois.

Thank you for your time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

Veritext Lega Solutions
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you so much.
"1l circle back to Sativa Vol brecht.
Okay . "Il circle back to her at the
end.
Next is Linda Wegrzyn.
LI NDA WEGRZYN: Thank you to the

Board for the opportunity to comment.

My name is Linda Wegrzyn, and | live in
St. Clair County, and |I'm speaking today as an
I ndi vi dual .

When | get exposed to air pollution, |

get irritation in my bronchial tubes and
t hroat, and then that always develops into a

respiratory tract infection, and then getting

those types of infections |eads to reduced

| ung function.

Think about all the people in Illinois

that are affected by some type of lung

condi tion. Al'l the pollution around us

affects people with lung conditions and heart

di sease, and | eads to more m ssed school days,

m ssed work, and an increase in health care

costs that people can't afford.

Instituting clean vehicle standards is
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an easy way for Illinois to reduce pollution.

This type of pollution doesn't just
affect people in big cities. Even t hough the
ambi ent air quality may |l ook fine for most
counties, this type of pollution is generated
ri ght where people are breathing.

For people who are frequently around a
school bus, delivery truck, or other vehicle
pollution, they are going to suffer, even if
they |live downstate.

This is too important to just be |eft
to chance. Il1'linois has the opportunity to
| mprove the health of our citizens by adopting
cl ean vehicle standards.

Thank you for your consideration.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

Next is Karen Gl ennemei er.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : | don't
see her here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Okay.

Karen Gl ennemei er ?
And just so everyone knows, "Il circle
back to people who | call on and don't respond
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at the end.
Next is Lawrence Pfafflin.
LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Hel | o. Thank
you. My name is Lawrence Pfafflin. Il live iIn
El mhurst, Illinois. | " moriginally from

Bel | wood, so --

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh, no.
M. Pfafflin, | believe your m c has dropped
out . We can't hear you anymore.
We still can't hear you. s your -- 1is

your computer muted?
No.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: No.
How about this. "Il move on to the

next person if you wanted to figure something

out, and then always -- you can always call in
fromthe number as well. But I'Il move on to
the next person, and I'll circle back to you.

Sorry about that. We heard you right
at the beginning, but |I'm not sure what cut
out .

Next is Angela Berglund.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : | don't

see Angel a.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Okay.
Angel a Berglund?
Al'l right. And then after that is
Gl oria Barrera.
Gl oria Barrera?
Al'l right. M. Pfafflin, we are back
to you.
LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: ls it --
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: We hear
you. We hear you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh, no.
Now we don't hear you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: We | ost
you agai n. | " m sorry.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Let me --
let me try muting and unmuti ng you.
Okay, Mr. Pfafflin, go ahead.
We still can't hear you. "' m sorry.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: I f you
wanted to | og out and then | og back in, I'1l]l
call on you after the next set -- next group

of people.

LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh, we
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just heard you.
LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Oh, I'm
active again?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes. Go
for it.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Don' t
touch anything.
Oh, no.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: We | ost
you agai n. ' m sorry.
Okay. Okay. Thank you so much.
Next is Zach Harris.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : | do not
see Zach Harris.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Okay.
Next is Dorelle Ackermann.
DORELLE ACKERMANN: Hel | o. Can
you hear me?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
DORELLE ACKERMANN: My name is

Dorell e Ackermann. Il live in Mokena,
[11inois.

| have the convenience of living near
i ntersections 1-80, I-57, and |1-30, 355, but
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that means | also have a serious health risk
As a resident of WII County and

someone who frequently travels to Cook and
DuPage County, | have the m sfortune to
breat he the worst air quality of the "dirty
dozen" counties in Illinois, according to the
2022 report from the Respiratory Health
Associ ation.

| remember being concerned for nmy
brother, who lives in Palo Alto, California,
during the height of the California forest
fires. So | checked my i Phone weat her app
t hat morning, and to my surprise, the air
guality, or lack thereof, | was breathing was
by far more dangerous than the air my brother
was breat hing.

| " mold enough to remember the smog and
air quality of the Chicago area prior to the
passage of the Clean Air Act of 1970. We
should be proud of how we have succeeded in
| mproving our air quality since that time.
Still, we need to do more.

| am especially concerned with the 2.5

parts per mllion particulate matter |I'm
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breat hi ng, because it can't be seen and our
| ungs can't filter it out of our respiratory
tract.

So here's the fact where you, the
Pol luti on Board, can take action. Di esel
exhaust contri butes al most 60 percent of this
particul ate matter while making up only seven
percent of vehicles on Illinois roads.

A 2022 Clean Air Task Force projected
t hat di esel engine exhaust would result 416
deaths in Illinois just fromthe 2.5 parts per
mllion particulate matter. So you have an
opportunity to save lives.

Therefore, it is with urgency that |
ask this board to pass clean vehicle standards
t hat protect Illinois citizens.

Besi des the health benefit and |ives
saved, these standards would also include
18, 000 new jobs by 2030, more than $150
billion in state econom c benefits by 2040,
and the standards can be simlar to those
standards outlined in the |egislation that's
been mentioned before: The Advanced Cl ean

Trucks rules, where electric vehicles have

WWWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



o N OO 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 03/25/2025 P.C.#347 to 376

Page 108

zero pipe em ssions, the Heavy-Duty Omni bus
rule, which strengthens the standards for
trucks already on the road, and the Advanced
Cl ean Cars 2 rules.

| myself am an owner of two electric
vehicles, so | can personally attest to the
cost savings of owning electric vehicles.

By strengthening clean vehicle
standards, you can uphold the goals fromthe
passage of the clean -- the Climate and
Equi tabl e Jobs Act, and ensure that Illinois
Is a |leader in the transition to clean energy
transportation.

Thank you for giving me this time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

Next is Andrew Sl oan.

Andr ew Sl oan?

Just so everyone knows, I'IIl circle
back to anyone | have called on, in case they
are having technical issues.

Next i s Sharon White.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh. Ms .

White, you are unmuted now.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yeah.

SHARON WHI TE: Can you hear --
can you hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

SHARON WHI TE: You can hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

SHARON WHI TE: Yes?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

SHARON WHI TE: l"ma retired --
|"ma retired science teacher, mother of four,
and grandmot her of 10. Not only do | care
about my famly, but our earth, and its people
who need to breathe clean air, a human right.

Il'linois is a great state that fights

for people's health rights -- abortion,
vacci nes, Medicaid -- but we are failing in
the air that we breathe. We are the seventh

worst in the nation.
It's a proven fact that diesel exhaust

contributes to heart and lung disease, and

some cancers. We need vehicle standards now.
Humans tend to wait until there's a
crisis. People, we are in a crisis. A --

ACT, HDO, and ACC have been adopted in other
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states; they have done the workKk.
Yes, we are an agricul tural,
I ndustrial, business, and transportation hub.
That's what makes Illinois great, and we can
be all that and good health for our people

with these standards or rules.
Pl ease adopt these standards before

Trump does something to prevent it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you So much.

Next is M chael Ondek, Ondek?

Mi chael Ondek?

Okay. "1l circle back to you, M.
Pfafflin.

l'"'m so sorry, we can't hear you.

"1l suggest one other thing. On that
hearing officer order, there is a phone number
that you can also call. You could try calling
in, and 1'Il call on you at the end of the

next group of people.

Ot herwi se, you are certainly welcome to
submt a written public comment. The Board
wei ghs oral and written public comments

equal ly.
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"1l circle back to Andrew Sl oan.
Zach Harris?

Okay . Movi ng on to Andy Dagl as.
Karen Fort?

Karen Gl ennemei er ?

KAREN GLENNEMEI ER: Can you hear

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

KAREN GLENNEMEI ER: Gr eat .
Thanks for the opportunity to comment. [0
keep it brief.

| just want to say that | support the
adoption of Advanced Clean Cars 2, Advanced
Cl ean Trucks, and Heavy-Duty Omni bus emi ssi ons
regul ati ons.

These higher standards will save lives
and reduce ill ness. They'll save Illinois
money, as well as improving the health and
quality of life for all of us. And many ot her

states have already adopted these standards,

so it's not like we are inventing something
new, and it's time for Illinois to do the
same.

Thank you.
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you so much.

t hank the Illinois Pollution Control Board for
all owing me to comment on the proposed cl ean

vehicle rul es.

compl eted my training as a pul monol ogi st at

the University of Illinois in 1978.

encompassed office and hospital patient care
I n Chicago, Oak Park, and other suburban

| ocati ons.

t he Respiratory Health Association for 30

years.

Page 112

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

Angel a Berglund?
Gl oria Barrera?
Zach Harris?
Andrew Sl oan?
Andy Dagl as?
Karen Fort?
Ant hony Marinelli?
ANTHONY MARI NELLI : | want to

My name is Dr. Anthony Marinelli. I

My pul monary medi cine practice

| have been on the board of directors

| am here to speak about the health
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effects on humans from car and truck vehicle
em ssions on Illinois roads.

| have firsthand experience with the
consequences of air pollution, on my patients
with asthma, chronic obstructive |lung disease,
and other lung conditions.

Air pollution due to the products of
tail pi pe em ssions is a documented increasing
threat, impacting all ages from the very young
to older adults, individuals of color and
those in proximty to busy highways being
di sproportionately adversely affected.

| ndi vi duals often compl ai n of
difficulty breathing, cough, wheezing,
exacerbation of asthma and COPD on air -- on
poor air quality days.

The impact of air pollution on humans
can include m ssing work or school, especially
for those working outside, increased emergency
department visits, hospitalizations, and
premature deaths.

Five Illinois counties, including Cook,
received a pollution F grade from the Ameri can

Lung Association in 2024.
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Resi dents of those counties and others
wi t hout A grades are at increased risk of the
negative health, societal, and econom c
| mpacts caused by soot pollution from diesel
trucks and buses.

Many residents in Illinois live in
communities impacted by unhealthy |evels of
air pollution.

Patients are often counseled by health
care professionals to monitor air quality,
consi der wearing a mask, or using a
prophylactic inhaler when outside on poor air
quality days.

Ot her patients choose to stay indoors,
and this altogether will impact their quality
of life.

Non-el ectric vehicles have a
significant negative i mpact on air pollution.

I am asking the IPCB to advance the
Advanced Clean Cars 2, the Advanced Cl ean
Trucks, and the Heavy-Duty Low NOx Omni bus
rul es.

The swift adoption of these rules wil

reduce harmful vehicle pollution, prevent
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numer ous pollution-rel ated emergency
departments visits and hospitalization, and
save hundreds of |ives. Pl ease act to i mprove
the air quality for the citizens of Illinois.

Thank you for your time. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you SO0 much.

| " m going to circle back to the | ast
bat ch.

Zach Harris?

ZACH HARRI S: Oh. Thank you.

| would also like to give comment to
support the Advanced Clean Trucks rule and the
Heavy-Duty Low Nitrogen Omni bus rul es.

So | live -- I"'min Lincoln Square,
2427 West Eastwood.

So I live right by Wstern Street,
which is a very busy street. It's a very
pol |l uted street, too. | pretty much cross
t hat street every day, either because |I'm
bi king somewhere, |'m going to take the train,
or I'm walking to the grocery store, and it is
di sgusting.

Like | really feel |like fromthe moment
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| get to that street, my lungs, just they
don't feel good, | don't feel healthy.

And |I'm, you know, |'m 25. | don't
really have any serious health conditions.
| " mreally lucky not to have asthma, but I'm
really thinking about all |ike the children of
my nei ghborhood, the high schoolers waiting
for the bus right by Western, and all the
people who are really suffering because of the
really big heavy trucks that are going through
our city down Western every day and polluting
my nei ghborhood.

And | would just be so excited if we
could move to electric vehicles that are not

going to pollute and are going to ensure

that -- and just, you know, in general keep --
keep our -- keep our health safe, keep our
community safe, and | really hope the Board

supports these new rules.
And 1'll yield the rest of my ti me.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you sSo much.
Andrew Sl oan?

Mi chael Ondek?
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" mjust going to acknowl edge that we
have had about 10 people not show, so we are
moving -- we are ahead of schedule, so I'm
going on to the next group.

Andy Dagl as?

[ Di scussion off the record.]

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Next ,
Karen Fort?

Tom Col eman?

LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Hell o - -

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh, was
t hat Karen Fort?

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : We are
hearing someone who has called in from a phone
line. s that Karen Fort?

LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: It's Lawrence
Pfafflin, but there's some feedback.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh, Mr.
Pfafflin. Let's go ahead.

LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Okay. | had
an audi o problem and |I guess I'm still having
some audio problems, but | -- if this is

audi bl e --

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: We can
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hear you great.
LAWRENCE PFAFFLI N: Gr eat .
Terrific.

Thank you very much for the opportunity

to speak with you this afternoon. My name is
Lawrence Pfafflin. " m from El mhur st
l1l1inois, originally from Bellwood, Illinois,
so | have grown up right along this |ine

bet ween DuPage and Cook County.

Those of you -- most of you are
probably fam liar with this area. The
Pol lution Control Board members certainly are
probably fam liar with our air quality issues
in this area.

| appreciate the ability to voice ny
concerns about the direction Illinois needs to
take to address our local air quality and the
gl obal climate emergency.

According to the 2022 Illinois EPA

report, 42 percent of our days here, 153 in

all, in the Chicago and west reporting area
were not good. That's nearly half.
How many of us would be willing to

accept a 42 percent of anything that we
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consume as not good quality?

Five of those days were consi dered
unheal t hy. So that's truly a limting factor;
you shouldn't even be outside in most of -- on
most of those days.

My city of Elmhurst is bounded and
crisscrossed by interstate and major arterial
roads. Asthma | evel s are high. Air quality
Il ndex |l evels are far above national averages.

Nei ghboring communities, |ike where |
grew up in Bellwood, Hillside, Berkeley, are
simlarly affected, if not even more
negatively affected.

Truck and train traffic in the
adj acent -- excuse me -- railyards, massive
new package delivery centers, and air cargo
term nals contribute heavily to the |loca
transportation em ssions m X.

York Hi gh School in El mhurst has a
wor |l d-famous cross-country running program.
Coach Joe Newton has had movies made about
hi m. Everywhere | travel, if the subject of
York Hi gh School comes up, any runner knows

about York High School's running program
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Bot h of my daughters participated in
t hat program The training begins in mddle
school if you want to be serious about the
team and continues year-round while you
partici pate.

One of my daughters has respiratory
problems now and has moved out of the area for
better air quality.

Knowi ng what | know now about the poor
air quality here, | would not have wanted

either of them to participate in that sport,

In spite -- in spite of the positive effect
t hat athletics had on their academ c |ives and
their careers. Sports is really good for Kkids

i n high school.
Pl ease think about that for just a

moment . How many parents would want to

wrestle with the choice of removing their kids

froma state-champion-quality team because

their participation poses a serious risk to

their health?

On anot her subject, and the condition
in this region, and certainly throughout the

Chi cago area, highway traffic and congestion
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continue to increase.
Chi cagoans now have commute ti mes

amongst the highest in the United States.

Added | anes fill up almost as quickly as they
are compl eted, and on |-294 South, the entire
eastern border of Elmhurst is a continual |ine

of stop-and-go truck traffic, queued up for
the 1-88 West ramp. This creates the wor st
possi ble em ssions scenari o.

The Hillside Strangler, if you are
fam liar with that, was a traffic jam that
headed onto the Eisenhower interstate, and it
was supposed to be solved by expansion of
extra | anes and extra clover | oops --
cloverl eafs.

[t didn't. It's worse than ever. The
traffic is backed up as ever. I f anyt hing,
the Strangler has cloned, and it moved east
and west and south, and it has gotten even
meaner .

The traffic and air quality index
situation could change very rapidly and not
for the better. A push for fewer imports wil

mean that more | ocal production and
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distribution, creating even more traffic,
could ensue.

Climate-rel ated m gration from some
areas will inevitably create urban expansion
and infill and more transportation demand in
our area.

The new | -490 tollway traffic is
designed to increase and enhance cargo traffic
at O Hare.

So we are doing everything we can to
put more vehicles on the road, but nothing to
address the air quality issues that ensue.

Finally, restoring and mai ntaining
healthy air quality requires modernizing the
vehicle fleet through the adoption and
I mpl ement ati on of the proposed standards in
the act and ACC2 standards.

When Il linois adopts the ACC2
standards, joining 18 other states on the
list, the majority of United States GDP, gross
domestic product, will be represented by the
member sStates.

There is strength in numbers.

Especially in the current federal political
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climate, it's more or | ess on the states, it's
on us in lllinois, to do what we can to

protect our health and our environment.

produ
build

Board

I mpl ement both the ACT, the ACC2, and the

Heavy

hands

you s

me al

name

Illinois is a | eader in clean vehicle

ction. Let's reinforce that. Let's

on our successes.

To the members of the Pollution Control
, please, please, use your authority to

-Duty Omni bus Act.
It's on us. The ball is truly in our
| ocally now.
Thank you very much for your time.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
o much.
Next, Andy Dagl as?
Karen Fort?
Tom Col eman?
TOM COLEMAN: Yes. Can you hear
| right?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
THOMAS COLEMAN: Okay.
Thank you for this time to speak. My
is Thomas Col eman, and | am co-chair of
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the Climate Reality Chicago Metro Chapter.

We are a 700-member organization in
Chi cago metro area, part of a 50,000-member
nati onal organization. We are dedicated to
| owering noxious pollution and greenhouse gas
emi ssions in |Illinois.

Driving electric and powering my home
from the sun has been critical to me and ny
famly, froma financial, an em ssions, and a
mor al standpoi nt.

Greenhouse -- greenhouse gas emi ssions
fromtransportation in the USA represent about
28 percent of emi ssions. Li ght -duty cars,
SUVs, vans, and pickup trucks are responsible
for about 59 percent of this. And these
em ssions -- and another 24 percent are medi um
and heavy-duty trucks and buses.

It's past time that we recognize that
ll1Tinois must take action to curb these
emi ssions, given the correction -- |I'm sorry,
the correlation between greenhouse gas
em ssions and gl obal heating.

And unfortunately, these carbon

em ssions are accumulating in the atmosphere,
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and carbon dioxide remains active in the
environment for about a thousand years.

Wth this, with the United States the
number one em tter per capita worldwi de and by
far the number one cumul ative emtter in
hi story -- you know, it builds up -- it is
time for change in Illinois.

Some people m ght want to negotiate the
science of sustainability when decisions are
difficult, but the |laws of physics cannot be
compromi sed. They are what they are, and 97
percent of scientists are clear on this point.
Lowering em ssions is urgent, and change is
needed now.

"1l conclude simply by saying that
some people think that these recommended
changes restrict our freedoms to buy the cars
we want to buy.

I f doing this pollutes and hurts
peopl e, about four to six metric tons for
every car of greenhouse gases, then the kind
of freedomisn't freedom at all. Freedom i s
to breathe clean air, come -- and this must

come first.
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This is where the Pollution Control
Board can exercise its power for the kind of
freedom that we want, clean air and more
sustai nable climate.

And Advanced Clean Cars and Trucks do
not ban existing vehicles, and gradually
Il ncrease the number of vehicles over time.
This is the kind of gradual change we need to
adj ust our population and our industries to
cut pollution and greenhouse gas emi ssions
over time.

Pl ease approve Advanced Clean Cars and
Trucks and HDO now. The future of Illinois
resi dents depend on you.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.

Next is Joyin Akinol a.

"1l circle back to Andy Dagl as.

Karen Fort?

And - -

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Do we

hear Karen? No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: M chae
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Ondek?
Ml CHAEL ONDEK: Yeah, |'m here.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh,
perfect.

Ml CHAEL ONDEK: Thank you very
much for circling back.
My name is M chael Ondek, and |I'm a

member of the Sierra Club and a parishioner of

St. Walter Church in Roselle, Illinois.

As a member of the Sierra Club, | know
that Illinois's three most popul ous counties
all have received failing or near-failing

grades for air quality from the American Lung
Associ ation's State of the Air report, and
then since 2019 transportation has been the

dirtiest sector in the state, surpassing coal.

As a member of the Catholic church, |'m
rem nded of the words of Pope Francis: I f we
t ook the planet's temperature, it will tell wus

that the earth has a fever and it is sick.
The issue of clean air is very

| mportant to me. | have | ost famly members

to lung cancer, irritation and inflammation

caused by particulate air pollution
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contri butes to cancer, and al so makes the
final years and months of those with |ung
cancer more mi serable.

| also have current famly members that
have chronic medical breathing condit --
|l ssues, and have asthma myself, and have a
prescription inhaler.

On bad air pollution days, m ne and ny
fam ly's health suffers, along with all of
ll1linois, and can have acute medical issues
because of the poor air quality.

There are three ways to help save me,
my famly, and my community from suffering
under these current conditions and i mprove
future generations' health.

The first is to i mplement the Advanced
Cl ean Trucks Act rule. The ACT rule would
require truck makers to sell an increased
percentage of zero-em ssion trucks. Thi s
allow Illinois to join 11 other states in
| mproving air quality for its citizens and
hel p sl ow gl obal warm ng.

The second way is to implement the

Heavy-Duty Low Nitrous Oxide Omni bus, HDO

WWWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



o N OO 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 03/25/2025 P.C.#347 to 376

Page 129

rul e. HDO wi || update standards, tests, and
compliance for nitrous oxide and particul ate
matter em ssions from new heavy-duty trucks.

And third is to i mplement the Advanced
Cl ean Car 2 Act. The ACC2 rule will put
I1'linois on the path to 100 percent
zero-emi ssion car sales by 2035.

This would allow Illinois to join the
14 other states in improving air quality for
Its citizens, showing they care, and help to
sl ow gl obal warmi ng.

My ask is simple. [1'linois needs the
I1'l'inois Pollution Control Board to adopt the
ACT, HDO, and ACC2 rules to improve the health
of every citizen in Illinois, and promote our
state fromthe -- protect our state from the
t hreat of the federal government | owering
their standards.

So please help protect me, my famly,
my church, and my state from breathing
polluted poor-quality air caused by heavy-duty
trucks and passenger vehicles by adopting the
ACT, HDO, and ACC2 rul es.

Thank you for your time.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

And we're running a little ahead of
schedule, so I'm just going to take a chance
to circle back to everyone that we have m ssed
so far.

Susan Mudd?

Sativa Vol brecht?

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh,
Joyin.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Angel a
Ber gl und?

Gl oria Barrera?

Andrew Sl oan?

Andy Dagl as?

Karen Fort?

Joyin Akinol a?

JOYI N AKI NOLA: Yes?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
Okay. You can proceed.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh, |1
think you are muted. Now you are not. Now
you are.

Joyin Akinol a: Oh, am | muted
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now?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: No, we
can hear you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : No, now
you are good.
JOYI N AKI NOLA: Perfect. Thank
you.

Well, my name is Joyin Akinola, and |I'm
currently a sophomore at Northwestern
University in Elliston (sic), Illinois, and
| " m volunteering with the Sierra Club as a
part of Northwestern's Organizing For Justice
program.

| come to you, urging to take -- |I'm
urging you to take -- |I'murging the Pollution
Control Board to implement the clean vehicle
st andards today and take the first steps in
making Illinois a better, greener state.

Learning that Illinois is frankly
behind in this movement shocked me, as we |ive

in a state known for its diverse set of needs
and people, with expansive rural and farm
towns and a thriving city that draws people in

for all -- from all over the country,
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I ncluding myself, which is why | feel like it
Is of utmost i mportance that we protect not
only our land but every resident's health.

It is well documented, the adverse
effects of pollution from vehicles |ike cars
and trucks on communities, especially
communi ties of color

I n our state, specifically Chicago --
and in specifically Chicago, black and Latino
are communities are most adverse (sic)
affected by air pollution, with Kimberly
Wasser man, the executive director of Little
Village's Environmental Justice Organization,
calling the south and west sides "sacrifice

zones, because residents are so exposed to
toxic air on a daily basis.

This issue does not just affect the

city, though increased pollution -- as

I ncreased pollution will affect each and every
one of us, if we sit idly while the problem

gr ows.

Air pollution is more than an
environmental issue, it's a public health

crisis, it's a social justice issue, and most
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| mportantly a human issue.
This only grows with time and if we do
not make a stand for it now, which is why I
hope that Illinois adopts cleaner vehicle
standards that will not only improve our
state's air quality but each and every one of
us.
And so | urge the Pollution Control
Board to make changes now and adopt the clean
vehicle standards that will help Illinois not
only in the |long term but also the short term,
and show that Illinois has a true dedication
to maki ng sure that every and each one of its
residents stay safe.
Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.
Next is Christina Pickett.
CHRI STI NA PI CKETT: Hel | o. Hi .
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Hi .
CHRI STI NA PI CKETT: Okay. Hi .
My name is Christina Pickett, and |I'm
here today to highlight the crucial i mportance

of clean air, not just as a public health
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| ssue but as a deeply personal one.

| just want to share a quick story
about my son Lincoln, who is three. Li ncol n,
| i ke many other children his age, should be
running around, spending his days full of
energy. | nst ead, he has faced many chall enges
that too many children have had to endure.

Li ncoln was diagnosed with asthma, a
condition that severely affects his ability to
breat he, and as a baby he was hospitalized
twice due to severe respiratory issues.

Both times Lincoln was hospitalized, we

were on vacation and should have been enjoying

oursel ves. | remember watching over my son
all night, listening to his wheezing, watching
his tiny chest rise and fall, and making that
final call to take himto the ER.

As a parent, there's nothing more
gut -wrenching than seeing your child in pain
and feeling powerless to alleviate it.

Studi es have |inked clean (sic) air
pollution with the worst symptoms of childhood
asthma, and some studies have demonstr at ed

that there may be disproportionate i mpacts on
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bl ack kids |ike Lincoln.

The good news is Lincoln and countl ess
ot her children suffering can be alleviated by
stricter control of pollutants in our air.
This is why | volunteered to speak.

The health and well-being of our
children, our famlies, our communities,
depend on the air we breathe. It's
| mperative, we must adopt policies that reduce
air pollution and safeguard public health.

This is why I"murging the Illinois
Pol lution Control Board to adopt the Advanced
Cl ean Cars 2, the Advanced Clean Trucks, and
t he Heavy-Duty Omni bus NOx rul es.

These regul ati ons are not just
policies, they are lifelines for famlies |ike
m ne, they represent a commtment to a future
where no parent has to witness their child
gasping for air, where our skies are clear and
our air is pure. By i mpl ementing these rules,
you can take a stand for the health of our
youngest and most vul nerable citizens.

Thank you for your time and

consi deration. Let's work together to ensure
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a cleaner, healthier future for all of our
children.
Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.
Next is Jeffrey Gahris.
JEFFREY GAHRI S: Yes. Thank you.
Yes, |I'm here to comment on the cl ean
trucks rule, but | thank you for the

opportunity to speak before this rul emaking
body. " ma senior citizen living in Wheaton,
l11inois, and volunteer for the Sierra Club.
As a resident of DuPage County, |
endure heavy diesel traffic on busy roads and
on our residential streets. Dump trucks are
especially egregious, and even school buses
can be seen spewi ng particul ates visibly,
| mpacting the lungs of young children and
ot her vul nerable people, such as seniors.
| appreciate the intent of the proposed
Advanced Clean Trucks rule that would benefit
| ocal health by providing businesses with the
option of acquiring trucks that would meet

these em ssion standards.
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| ask that the Advanced Cl ean Truck
rule be adopted so we can join the 11 other
states that have adopted siml|ar rules.

Simlarly, the Heavy-Duty Omni bus Low
NOx rule prom ses to reduce NOx em ssions,
which is critical to maintaining our air
quality standards in metropolitan areas. 14
ot her states have adopted sim | ar standards.

These two rul emakings must be adopted
now before the adm nistration in Washi ngton,
D.C., takes away our right to adopt standards
more strict than the federal requirements.

So thank you again for this opportunity
to speak.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.

Next is WIliam Reich.

WIlliam Reich?

Next i s Sean Reeser.

SEAN REESER: Hi . Can you hear

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
SEAN REESER: Can you hear me?

Am | audi bl e?
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HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Yes, you
are, M. Reeser. Can you hear us?

SEAN REESER: Yes, | can hear
you. There we go. | was trying to get ny
camera wor ki ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh,
perfect.

SEAN REESER: Al'l right.

So good evening. My name i s Sean
Reeser, and | live in the Logan Square

nei ghbor hood of Chicago.

| work as a substitute speci al
education and earth sciences teacher for
Chi cago Public Schools, and on the side, I'm a
small business owner, working as a saxophone
pl ayer and repairer out of the small
commerci al space near my home. | " m also a
member of the Sierra Club Illinois chapter.

|'"m here today to speak in favor of the
cl ean vehicle standards and the omni bus
currently under consideration by the Pollution
Control Board.

Transportation is the | eading source of

CO2 pollution in Illinois, and CO2 and ot her
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transportation-related particulate air
pollution heavily affect my community. Thi s
IS an issue that matters to me both
professionally and personally.

As a teacher in the school system, one
of my foremost concerns here is our students.
The University of Chicago has been conducting
a |large amount of research since 2019 that has
repeatedly and consistently |inked air
pollution |levels to academ c performance and
cognitive development in children.

| would cite one such example, a paper
published in 2022, which drew data
specifically from Cook County, Illinois. Thi s
study found that higher air pollution has a
measur abl e and significant negative i mpact on
children's quantitative cognitive performance
and devel opment, which is to say their
performance and growth in their schooling.

If you would like to review this paper,
| have shared a link via e-mail to the
organi zer and can paste one in the comments as
wel | .

| can also attest to this myself as a
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t eacher. The 1-90 and [-94 corridor runs to
the northeastern side of the Logan Square
area, and | have seen for myself that in
schools further away from these interstates
and other major city roads, students are
gui cker to learn and work at a higher |level in
general than students at, for |lack of a better
word, dirtier schools, closer to higher motor
traffic.

Ri ght now, poor air quality is taking
away from our children's ability to | earn and

their potential to succeed in education and

contribute to Illinois's econom c,
technol ogical, and cultural strength.
On a more personal note, my ability to

make art and entertainment contributes to my
community's culture, and my business's ability
to generate and generate econom c activity in
l11inois both depend on the health of my
| ungs.

I work to keep my lungs healthy,
ranging from doing breathing exercises, the
same way an athlete trains their muscles, to

avoi di ng smoki ng and smokers, but | can't
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avoi d breathing the air in my community.

Wth these things in mnd, | would also
| i ke to speak to the costs air pollution
creates as it is right now. | ncreased health
care costs, quality of life, and econom c

| mpacts due to respiratory, circulatory, and

ot her pollution-related illnesses are wel
document ed. | " m sure the members of this
board are well informed and don't need me to

reiterate that.

| would like to add to that, though,
just |l ook at sales of high-performance HVAC
filters, of HEPA air purifiers, even of indoor
and outdoor plants, items which are wi despread

i n homes, businesses, and schools in our

st ate.

People of Illinois obviously want clean
air, and we are obviously willing to pay for
it, but all these things are cures for the

problem that is air pollution, and again,
transportation the single |argest source of
t hat problem in our state.

You know what they say about an ounce

of prevention, right? Because the vehicle
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standards and the omni bus in front of you
ri ght now are prevention, so | implore you to
I mpl ement them

Thank you for your time and for your
consi deration.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you SO0 much.

" mjust noting that we are running a
little ahead of schedule, so |I'm just going to
circle back to the 5:00 PM Ilist.

Andy Dagl as?

ANDY DAGLAS: Yes. Hel | o.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

ANDY DAGLAS: Sorry I'm | ate.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: No. No,
you are right on time. We are running
earlier. You can go ahead.

ANDY DAGLAS: Oh, good. Oh,
gosh. All right. Thank you.

Honestly, | -- you know, | was going
over the talking points and the materials and
trying to think of, you know, a cogent way of
expressing all that.

And all | kept com ng back to in my
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head was just the fact that we are watching
every day as corporate greed and the felons
they have put -- that it has put into power

destroy our social fabric, destroy our civic

i nfrastructure, destroy |lives, end lives.
And | ook, we all know that air
pollution is bad. We all know the horrors

t hat every kind of pollution wreaks, not just
in terms of directly poisoning people in
communities that have been oppressed and

underserved for their entire existence, but in

terms of creating -- contributing to gl obal
climate change that is imperiling literally
mllions of |lives everywhere, people who had
nothing to do with it, all so that a small
number of people can profit. And |I'm just --

| " m just so damn sick of it.

And | just -- the people on this call
have -- the people on this board, excuse me
have such an opportunity to do some measure of
good with the power of government that we have
Il nvested you with.

And | ook, | haven't been here for the

whol e hearing, so | don't know, but | i magine
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there have been some corporate | obbyists in
here,
Musk and all of those other words that |

probably shouldn't use in a public hearing do,

t 00.

terrible state it is in because we have given
people like that way too much power and way

too much respect that they have not earned,

and

and decency, you will tell those people to

shove

t hat

to cost the people who have spent their entire

careers and -- decades, costing our health and
our environment and who knows how many |lives
just so they can make a buck?

little bit early, so |I'm just going to circle

back to see if we have got anybody who we

I f you have any sense of public service

Page 144

spewi ng the same shit that Trump and

And quite frankly, the world is in the

It up their asses and adopt the rules
will protect public health.

And who the hell cares what it's going

Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thanks.
Next is Karen Fort.

And |I'm just noting we are running a
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m ssed.
Susan Mudd?
Sativa Vol brecht?
Angel a Berglund?
Gl oria Barrera?
Andrew Sl oan?
W Illiam Reich?
Okay. We'll move on to the next group.
Lucy Contreras?
LUCY CONTRERAS: Yeah, |'m here.
Can you hear me okay?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
LUCY CONTRERAS: Awesome.
Good afternoon, members of the IIllinois
Pol lution Control Board. My name is Lucy
Contreras, and I'"'mthe Illinois community

advocate for GreenLatinos, a national
nonprofit of Latino |eaders confronting
environmental challenges i mpacting our
communi ties.

| am here today to urge you to support
t he adoption of clean vehicle standards,
specifically the ACT, ACC2, and HDO.

| grew up in Cicero, a predom nantly

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



o N OO 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 03/25/2025 P.C.#347 to 376

Page 146

Latino community neighboring | arge industri al
hubs. Li ke many famlies in environment al
justice communities, my famly and | were
exposed daily to truck traffic and diesel

pol lution.

| al ways found it odd that so many
people |I knew had asthma, but now | have come
to understand why. Communities |ike m ne bear
the brunt of transportation pollution, and
It's taking a toll on our health.

Cicero's air quality ranks among the
wor st in Cook County, comparable to Little
Village and the near north side of Chicago,
and this is not a coincidence. Cicero is 88
percent Latino, and the data is clear.

Bl ack and Latino communities in
I11inois breathe in more PM2.5 pollution than
any other group, and specifically non-white
I ndi vidual s are exposed to 28 percent more
pollution than the average Ameri can.

The results, higher rates of asthma,
respiratory disease, and even premature death
amongst our communities. And much of this

pollution comes fromthe thousands of trucks
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t hat drive through our neighborhoods every
single day.

But we have the power to change this.
The clean trucks standard you are considering
today represent a monumental step towards
environmental justice, a chance to reduce
di esel emi ssions, improve air quality, and
protect the health of communities that have
| ong been ignored.

This issue is deeply personal.
Families |like m ne should not have to
sacrifice their health simply because of where
they live, and you as the Board have a
critical opportunity to protect vul nerable
communities by adopting strong clean vehicle
standards.

| urge you to stand with the famlies
living in the shadow of diesel pollution and
take bold action today. So pl ease vote yes to
adopt these standards. Our health and our
future depend on it.

Thank you so much.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

you so much.
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Next, Maggi e Bowman.
MAGGI E BOWMAN: Hi . Can you hear
me ?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
MAGGI E BOWMAN: Gr eat .
Good afternoon. My name is Maggie
Bowman. | am a Chicago resident and a member

of the Edgewater Environmental Coalition. I
want to thank the Board for the opportunity to
make public comment today.

| suffer from adult onset asthma, which
my doctors have traced to environment al
pol | utants. For the | ast 23 years, | have
used a steroid inhaler daily to prevent
chronic wheezing.

When | get a common cold, | often

experience asthma exacerbations that wil

knock me off my feet for days. On one
occasion, | spent three days in the hospital.
The economc toll of this disease has

piled up in the form of prescription drug
costs, expensive health care, and | ost days of
wor k.

Last year, doctors determ ned that my
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hi story -- excuse me -- has caused permanent
damage in my lungs called bronchiectasis.
This is a scarring effect on some of nmy
airways that makes it more difficult for me to
expel irritants and pathogens than the nor mal
person, which in turn |leads to greater risk of
I nfection.

" m currently battling a rare chronic
| ung condition that has resulted from both of
t hese. The quality of the air | breathe every

day has a direct i mpact on how my |lungs work,

whet her or not they get inflamed or infected,

and ultimately on how long I will live.

My choice to continue living in
I1'linois currently puts me at greater risk
every day. ll1'linois ranks fifth among al
states with the highest number of deaths from
TM two point -- PM2.5 diesel engine pollution
per capita in 2023.

Cook County, where | was born and live
now, ranks in the top one percent of all U. S.
counties at risk of the health, societal, and

econom c i mpacts caused by diesel fine

particul ate air pollution.
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However, it doesn't have to be this
way . We have an opportunity to make the air
I n our state cleaner, which will directly
contribute to helping its citizens live

heal t hi er and more productive lives.

Three clean vehicle standards and rul es
have already been adopted in many other
St ates: The Advanced Clean Trucks, the
Heavy- Duty Omni bus Low NOx rules, and Advanced
Cl ean Cars 2.

Toget her, these rules reduce pollutants
in the air, bring healthy -- bring health
benefits to communities living in areas
concentrated with diesel pollution, and bring
more clean vehicles to the state.

Il want to stay in Illinois. My famly

is here, my home is here, and it is the place

| love the most in the country. However,
unl ess air quality improves, | will be forced
to leave and |ive somewhere with cleaner air

| am asking you, members of the
Pol lution Control Board, to act in the best
i nterest of our state and the people who live

here. Pl ease pass the clean vehicle standards
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that will set Illinois on the path to a better
future.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

Next is John Barzditis.

JOHN BARZDI TI S: Okay. Thank
you. Can you hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

JOHN BARZDI TI S: Okay. Yes. My
name is John Barzditis. | have lived ny
entire life on the northwest side of Chicago
in the northwest suburbs.

[ nterruption by the reporter.]

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh,
excuse me. Mr. Barzditis, could you pl ease
speak up? Our court reporter can't hear you.

JOHN BARZDI TI S: Okay. Sorry
about that.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : That's
all right.

JOHN BARZDI TI S: Yeah, | have
lived my entire |ife on the northwest side and
nort hwest suburbs of Chicago. | currently

live near 1-94, and |I'm concerned about the
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effects of vehicle pollution.

My mot her lived in the same area and
died from lung cancer, although | think,
really, where | |live is not that i mportant or
rel evant, as pollution affects all equally.

Eli m nating pollution is important to
me, and cl ean vehicle standards can help
achieve this. Air pollution created by cars
and trucks is affecting the health of everyone
in Illinois, and it's all fromthe climate
i ncreasing the frequency and severity of
extreme weat her events.

We need Illinois to set standards to
protect the public health, because if
manuf acturers were left to do what they want,
t he pace of change would be much sl ower.
Government action is needed to protect public
heal t h.

| ask the Board to adopt the
regul ations in the Advanced Clean Trucks,

Heavy-Duty Low Nitrous Oxide Omni bus, and

Advanced Clean Car -- Cars 2 rules, which are

simlar to regul ations adopted in other

st ates.
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Air pollution causes |lung cancer and
i ncreases the risk for heart disease, asthma,
and other respiratory ail ments.

The head of the International Agency
for Research on Cancer has said we now know
t hat outdoor air pollution is not only a major
risk to health in general but it is also a
| eadi ng environmental cause of cancer deat hs.

It has been estimated that adoption of
t he Advanced Clean Trucks regulation would
result in 500 fewer deaths and 600 fewer cases
of childhood asthma per year in Illinois.

Cook County is in the top one percent
of most-polluted counties in the United
States, and 12 of Illinois's counties rank in
the top nine percent, according to the
Respiratory Health Association's "dirty dozen"
report.

The American Lung Associ ation grades
Cook, Kane, Lake, Madison, and McHenry
Counties as F for the sake of their air.

We know that trucks and buses are only
seven percent of all vehicles, but account for

67 percent of the nitrogen oxide emi ssions, 59
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percent of particulate matter, and 36 percent
of greenhouse gases.

We need regulations to promote the
electric alternatives. Di esel exhaust is
particularly noxi ous, because it contains
| arge amounts of soot and known cancer-causing
substances and nitrous oxide. The soot
particles deposited in the |lungs can cause

cancer, asthma, and heart di sease.

So in conclusion, | would ask you to
pl ease live up to your name and remember your
m ssion statement, which | would paraphrase in

part that it calls for the establishment of
environment al standards and regul ati ons that
restore, protect, and enhance the quality of
l[11inois's environment.

Use your authority to act for the
people of this state and protect the health of
Il1'linois residents and combat climate change.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you sSo much.

Next is Lena Reynol ds.

Lena Reynolds? All right.
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Neda Deyl am ?
Neda Deyl am ?
Okay. Just so everybody knows, [|'1]
circle back to everyone that | called on that

didn't appear at the end.
Next is Jane Cogi e.

JANE COGI E: Yes. Thank you.

Yeah, |'m Jane Cogie, and since 1991 |
have lived in Carbondal e, southernmost
[11inois. l'"ma retired teacher and volunteer
for several | ocal nonprofits.

And | do want to thank you all on the

l[1linois Pollution Control Board for this

chance to comment.

I|'"m here this evening to urge you, |ike
| think others | have heard here, to adopt the
clean car and truck standards. Adopting these

standards now is crucial for the health of
l1'linois -- Illinoisans, our planet, and our
economy.

Despite great support for clean power
and jobs provided by the Climate and Equitable
Jobs Act, Illinois is still -- still remains

Is seventh most polluting state in the nation,
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and transportation, as you have heard others
say, is now the highest source of CO2
emi ssions.

Fi ndi ngs reported by Respiratory Health
Association alert us to the alarm ng fact that
eight Illinois counties rank among the top
ni ne percent in the nation for toxic em ssions
from di esel engines.

Short-term health impacts from di esel
pollution include irritation to eyes, nose,

t hroat, coughing, nausea, headaches, and al so
| ess i mmedi ately visible |ong-term i mpacts,

I ncluding lung cancer, bl adder cancer, asthma
attacks, and heart disease.

| ndeed, a driving force in my deciding
to comment this evening is my seeing firsthand
t he danger folks with asthma |ive with.

| had first became aware of this danger
when witnessing the difficulty breathing of
one of my daughters' friends. She experienced
her having to be rushed to the hospital when
her inhaler had run out or couldn't do its
j ob. Pretty scary.

Studi es have shown that adopting clean
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vehicl e standards woul d avoid approxi mately
450 premature deaths and result in 260,000
fewer pollution-related illnesses.

Hi gh em ssions negatively i mpact not
just our health but also the health of
l11inois's econony. | don't have a | ot of
statistics on this, but certainly folks being
sick themselves or needing to care for a
fam |y member translates into days away from
wor k and | ower productivity.

Al so, illnesses, both short- and
| ong-term, burden our public health system and
contribute to ever-increasing costs for health
care.

[1linois residents should not have to
be burdened by the cost of toxins emtted by
cars and trucks, especially since there's
clean transportation options that are
avail able and will help advance our fight to
slow climate change.

Thus |I'm urging you to adopt the clean
car and truck standards, as other states have
been wi se enough to do, considering all of its

citizens. Doing so will aid the transition to
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zero emi ssions, a transition that will help
benefit all I1llinoisans.
So thank you for your time and for your

consideration.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

JANE COGI E: You're wel come.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Next is

Bar bara McKasson.

BARBARA MCKASSON: Ri ght . Il live
i n Carbondale, Illinois, and I'"ma |ifelong
resident of Illinois.

In order to head off the more dangerous

consequences of climate change, we must do al

we can to cut our carbon em ssions, so |

strongly urge you to allow the State of

I1linois to take advantage of the federal

wai ver to make our state vehicle emi ssions

standards stricter than the federal standards.
My gravest concern is the fact that our
country is not doing enough to curb climate

change pollutants. We do not know all the

ti pping points for climate, nor how cl ose we

are to those tipping points, the weather
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makers, to the point of no return.

I n Makanda, Illinois, on May 8th, 2009,
when our area experienced a derecho, otherwi se
known as an inland hurricane, we had never
even heard of such a thing. The wi nds rose to
over 100 m |l es per hour at ground | evel.

I was in our living room when |
witnessed our | arge pin oak tree tip over and
hit our deck and roof. We were then isol ated
wi t hout power for almost five days.

This would not have been such an
extreme event were it not for the effects of
climate change.

In June 2008, | hel ped host an energy
fair just south of Murphysboro, Illinois.
Unfortunately, the day of the fair, the
Nati onal Weat her Service issued a heat
war ni ng, since the heat index was over 100.

We persevered and held our fair anyway.

My job was to make sure the speakers had

everything they needed, so | rode around an
electric vehicle all over the grounds. Even
so, | started feeling close to fainting from

the heat, and then went into heat exhausti on.
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Fortunately, we had a standal one

cooling recovery unit, so | was able to
recover. However, because of this episode, |
know that | am -- that | am now more

susceptible to getting heat exhaustion and
possi bly heatstroke.

So | ask you, how will we be able to
work outside in the ever-increasing heat,
especially people whose job it is to maintain
our roads and houses and do other outdoor
j obs?

In this wi ndow of opportunity, | urge
you to vote in favor of allowing Illinois to
strengthen the state's standards to accel erate
the transition to zero-emi ssions vehicle
model s.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

Next is Timothy French.

Ti mot hy French?

And then Curtis Smth?

Curt Smith?

Okay . So we have had about maybe 12 or
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15 people not show up, so if you'll indulge
me, |'mjust going to go through the list once
mor e.

And the | ast batch was supposed to go
at 5:45, so we'll stay online until 5:45. And
"1l also e-mail everyone who signed up for
public comment -- [I'll e-mail you tomorrow

morning with how you can submt written public

comment to the Board.

they wi

The Board wei ghs oral and written comment

equal ly.

and cal

So for anybody who m ssed out on today,

|1 be able to submt written comment.

So |'"m going to go back to the start
| on people that we m ssed.

Susan Mudd?

Sativa Vol brecht?

Angel a Berglund?

Gl oria Barrera?

Andrew Sl oan?

Karen Fort?

W Illiam Reich?

Lena Reynol ds?

Neda Deyl ami ?
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Ti mot hy French?

And Curt Smith?

Okay. So if you'll indulge us, we'l
just stay on the |ine. We'll be muted until
5:45, and then we'll come back on at 5:45 and
call on Timothy French and Curt Smith, who
were scheduled for 5:45, and see if they are
t here.

Thank you all so much for contributing
your public comment.

MS. ANGELA TIN: Someone is
wavi ng at you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: And
again, I will e-mail everyone who signed up --

MS. ANGELA TI N: He is waving at
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: -- the

directions for submtting written public

comment tomorrow morning.
Thank you.
BARBARA MCKASSON: And what is
the deadline?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: It is --
we set it today. | believe it is April 28th,
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but I will e-mail that tomorrow morning.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : There
will also be a hearing officer order posted to

t he Board's website, which is open to the
public. That sets the date that Vanessa just
said, April 28th, for the close of
post-hearing public comments. That is the end
of the public comment period.

However, two weeks l|later is the
deadline for responding to those comments. So
if you wish to respond to a comment that was
posted by April 28th, you may do so at that
time. But comments on the rul emaking proposal
are due April 28th.

You can submt those to the Board's
clerk. His information is available on the

Il'linois Pollution Control Board website, and

they will be filed to our Clerk's Office
On-Line, or as we call it, COOL.
You can also mail them to the Board's

physi cal address, which is also avail abl e
online, and I'Ill list it here for you now. 60
East Van Buren Street, Suite 630, in Chicago,
l1lTinois, 60605.
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Again, that's available on the Board's
website and in each of the hearing officer
orders.
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: So we'l
mut e ourselves, and we'll be back on at 5:45.
Thank you -- oh.
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Unl ess - -
did I see somebody's hand up?
HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh, vyes.
JANE COGI E: Yeah. | just -- |

-- I"m presum ng you woul d have
uld be hel pful for those of who

did speak to send a written version of that,

io sufficient?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON:

reporter here who has transcribed this entire
public comment session, so that will
e, and it's what the Board

considers as well.

for the transcript to be posted, so you can

wel | .

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI :

We have a court

10 business days

You

be posted

One note
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on that. My apol ogies for not introducing the
court reporter at the start of the public
comment portion. Since this is just a
continuation of the hearing that began this
morning, | neglected to do so.

But yes, your comments have been
captured, but as Vanessa said, you may submt
themin writing as well.

JANE COGlI E: Yeah. Yeah. No, |
figured, but | just wanted to confirm Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Sounds
good.

And | believe Lena Reynolds -- are you
online?

LENA REYNOLDS: Yes, hell o.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.
You can give your public comment if you wish.

LENA REYNOLDS: Okay. Gr eat .
Thank you. Thanks for having me.

My name is Lena Reynol ds. l['"m a
communi cati ons and policy advocate with the
Environmental Law and Policy Center, and ELPC

supports Illinois adopting the three rules
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under discussion today, Advanced Clean Trucks,
Heavy- Duty Omni bus, and Advanced Cl ean Cars 2.

The ELPC has been engaged on clean air
and transportation issues for decades, and we
spent many years doing air quality monitoring
with youth and community members.

Our findings mrror many of the
concerns that have been raised today and
yesterday by our partner and coll eagues in the
environmental and health spheres.

After analyzing two substantial data
sets from ELPC's five-year handheld monitoring
program, and from the M crosoft Research
Project Eclipse's two-year stationary
moni toring program, where air monitors were
i nstalled on bus stops across the city, we
found air pollution especially high near
hi ghways, major arterial roads, and trains.

By the Kennedy, Eisenhower, Lake Shore
Drive, Skyway, and especially Dan Ryan, air
monitors consistently recorded medium | evel s
of particulate matter 2.5, over 20 mi crograms
per square meter.

PM2.5 is the small est category of said
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pollution, which can bypass the body's natural
defenses and is especially harmful for younger
devel oping lungs and people with respiratory
il 1l nesses.

So studies have shown heavy truck
traffic disproportionately affects the city's
south and west sides, and especially | ower
i ncome communities of color.

And, you know, heavy trucks, vehicles,
there is a |l ot of new technol ogy out there,
and these rules could help Illinois with the
shift much easier.

We have an opportunity to help clean up
the air in our most burdened communities, and
we can join lots of other states in
I mpl ementing these forward-thinking rules that
recognize the harms of pollution and the val ue
of cutting-edge transportation technol ogy.

So | just urge you to support Illinois
adopting the Advanced Clean Trucks, Heavy-Duty
Omni bus, and Advanced Clean Cars 2 rules.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank
you so much.

LENA REYNOLDS: Thank you.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Al |
right. So we'll mute ourselves until 5:45,
and then we'll go one more time through
everyone that we mi ssed.

Thank you.

[ A recess was taken. ]

THE REPORTER: Back on the
record.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Hi ,
everyone. This is Vanessa Horton. So we are
just -- I'"m one of the hearing officers for
this rul emaking.

So we are hopping back on just to
finish up with people who we mi ght have
m ssed, and we were running a little bit
early, so we are ahead of the 5:45 time

So I'll just call on people |I see here
who were on the |ist.

Ti mot hy French?

TI MOTHY FRENCH: Yes. Hel |l o.
Can you hear me?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes.

TI MOTHY FRENCH: Oh, great.
Thank you.
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Good eveni ng. Yes. My name is Tim
French, and |I'm speaking on behalf --
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Oh,
excuse me, M. French. Coul d you please speak

up for the court reporter?

T1 MOTHY FRENCH: Yeah. Hol d on.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Thank
you.
T1 MOTHY FRENCH: Let me see.
All right. s this a better volume?
HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Alittle
bit. Let me move my computer.

TI MOTHY FRENCH: Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI : Coul d you
try turning up the volume and speaking up a
little bit, please?

TI MOTHY FRENCH: | can.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Oh,

that's great.

HEARI NG OFFI CER LEONI: That's
great.

PUBLI C COMMENTER: Al'l right.
Perfect. All right, so et me start again.

Good eveni ng. My name is Tim French,
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and | am speaking on behalf of the Truck and
Engi ne Manufacturers Association, or EMA.

EMA has worked diligently to i mplement
the ACT regulations in California. W th
respect to Illinois, however, the changing
| andscape for the ACT regulations has created
a catch-22 that will effectively preclude the
ll1linois Pollution Control Board from
enforcing or implementing the ACT regul ations
in Illinois, and I'll try to explain why.

As an initial matter, Section 177 of
the Clean Air Act makes it clear that states
can only i mplement and enforce California
mobil e source regul ations for certain model
years if, quote, such standards are identica
to California's standards for which a waiver
has been granted for such model years.

Here, that necessary condition
precedent can no | onger be met.

As | think you know, | ast year,
Congress adopted two sets of substantive
amendments to the ACT regul ations.
Significantly, once all the ACT amendments are

fully final, it is our understanding that CARB
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does not intend to submt those substantive
amendments to EPA for a preemption waiver or
for a determ nation that the amendments are
within the scope of the prior waiver,
specifically the waiver that EPA granted back
in 2023.

CARB is rightly concerned that EPA,
under the new Trump admi nistration, would not
grant or issue any additional preemption
wai ver.

| mportantly, the CARB board resol ution
that finalized the ACT amendments, in its
Resol ution 24-5, it states explicitly that the
executive officer shall forward the proposed
amendments to EPA with a request for a
preemption waiver or confirmation that the
amendments are within the scope of an existing
wai ver .

The within-the-scope determ nation is
somet hing only EPA can do.

But now, given the change in
admi ni strations, CARB staff have not set any
schedul e or timetable for requesting a waiver,

and it's likely they will refrain from doing
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so.
So here's the catch-22 for Illinois and
the IPCD -- or excuse me, | PCB.
The Pollution Control Board will need
to adopt and i mplement all of the recent ACT
amendments to ensure that Illinois's ACT

regul ations are identical to what California
has done; but at the same time, the Pollution
Control Board will be precluded from
I mpl ementing and enforcing those amended ACT
regul ati ons, because as we understand it CARB
will not be seeking and EPA will not be
I Ssuing any new preemption waiver or
within-the-scope determ nation for the amended
ACT regul ati ons.

The net result is, because there won't
be amended regs for which EPA has granted a
wai ver or within-the-scope determ nation,
l1linois can't enforce those amendment
regul ati ons under Section 177.

Pl ease consider that, because it's -- |
mean, it's fundamental.

The other thing | should add is that as

you consider this, we all need to be aware,
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and perhaps you are, that the prior waivers
for Omni bus, ACT, Advanced Clean Cars 2 --

those prior waivers have been submtted to

Congress for review and presumably voiding

under the Congressional Review Act. That's
going to happen very likely in April.

So you have got to factor all this in
as you consider what the proponents are asking
you to do. lt's -- I"mafraid it's out of
your hands at this point.

Anyway, thank you for the opportunity
to submt these comments. We will follow up
In writing before the deadline.

Thanks very much.

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Okay.
Thank you.

Moving to Gloria Barrera.

GLORI A  BARRERA: Hel | o. s my
audi o okay?

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Yes, we
can hear you.

GLORI A BARRERA: Okay.
Wonder f ul .

Good afternoon. My name is Gloria E
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Barrera, and |I'm a nurse, a public health
advocate, and founder of Nurse Heroes for
Zero.

| am here just today because air
pollution is a public health crisis that we
can no longer ignore, as we know.

Every day | see the impacts of just
poorer air quality on my patients,
particularly in communities disproportionately
burdened by pollution.

As a school nurse, | care for children
with asthma who struggle to breathe, adults
with chronic lung di sease exacerbated by
pollution, and my staff, and also just working
with seniors whose health is comprom sed by
conti nuous exposure to harmful em ssions.

In I'llinois, we know that 13 out of 23
counties that report air quality data receive
a failing grade in the American Lung
Association's State of the Air report, and
Cook County is in the top one percent of the
most polluted counties in the nation.

Science is clear, and di esel exhaust

and tailpipe pollution, we know that they are
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t oxi c. They continue particulate matter and
nitrogen oxides that increase the risk of
asthma attacks, heart disease, cancer, and
premature death.

Communities near highways where houses
and industrial corridors -- disproportionately

again, by low-income and communities of

colors -- bear the heaviest burdens. And
that's -- you know, a | ot of times that's
where many of my famly members |live and worKk.

Those are the same communities.

The solution is very clear. 1 1inois
must adopt the Advanced Cl ean Trucks and
Heavy- Duty Low Omni bus (sic) rules to
transition fromdirty diesel vehicles to the
clean zero-em ssion alternatives.

By doing so, Illinois can prevent
hundreds of premature deaths and thousands of
pollution-related illnesses, while also
generating over $168 billion in state econom c
benefits by 2040 and creating thousands of
good- payi ng jobs.

So it's just not an environment al

Il ssue; it's really a public health emergency.
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hel p save |ives, reduce health care costs, and

ensure that there is a healthier future for

Board to take swift action by adopting these

critical clean air standards.

consi derati on.

you so much.

t he public comment portion.

participating in the public comment portion of
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And strong clean vehicle policies wil

people that live in Illinois.

So | do urge the Pollution Control

Thank you for your time and

HEARI NG OFFI CER HORTON: Thank

So I'"m just going to do one | ast cal

anyone who we mi ssed, and then we'll end

Curt Smth?

Susan Mudd?

Sativa Vol brecht?

Angel a Berglund?

Andrew Sl oan?

Karen Fort?

WIlliam Reich?

And | astly, Neda Deyl am ?

Okay. Thank you all so much for
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this rul emaki ng hearing.

That concludes the public comment
portion, and it concludes the hearing. Thanks
again. Bye.

[5:49 p. m ]

[ CONCLUSI ON OF DAY'S PROCEEDI NGS. ]
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CERTTIUFTICATE Page 178
I, Jude Arndt, a Certified Shorthand Reporter
and Certified Court Reporter, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
proceedings as taken stenographically by and before me
on March 11, 2025, at the time and place hereinbefore
set forth.

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither a
relative nor employee nor attorney nor counsel of any
of the parties to this action, and that I am neither a
relative nor employee of such attorney or counsel, and

that I am not financially interested in this action.

/2 'me%’—

JégE ARNDT, CSR, CCR, RPR

CCR NO. 084-004847

CSR NO. 1450
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